TALES OF DESTINT

" ' Wine, too, then, if you will/ assented Mirza Shah,
".contemptuously, for he never by any chance used the
fermented juice of the grape forbidden by the Pro-
phet, and now rendered doubly hateful to him by
reason of his son's excesses. ' At dawn weapons will
be brought to you, and six horses from among which
you can make your choice. Meanwhile the challenge
will have gone forth. And once again, in the pre-
sence of this witness, I pledge my word that if you
return successful from the combat, Gholab Khan,
having killed your man, then will you be free to
return unscathed to your home at Talakabad, and
with a lac of rupees for your pains.'
" ' Bismillah ! I would fight any day and with any
man for such a prize/ cried Gholab Khan, his face
all aglow, showing that, despite the kidnapping
trick played upon him, he was now well pleased.
" ' That is good/ said Mirza Shah, coldly.
" Then he blew a shrill whistle, which straightway
brought the guard running to the tower.
" But my narrative must hasten. With the first
morning light a messenger, his mission announced
by the blare of trumpets, went forth from the citadel,
daring Prince Hasan to single combat with a cham-
pion fighting on behalf of Mirza Shah. There came
back, as we expected, an exultant acceptance of the
challenge.

" The sun had mounted only spear-high when
Gholab Khan, armed with lance and sword, rode out
through the gates of the citadel. For his reception
the whole host of our enemies had been drawn up,
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